DE 99-106

PuBLI ¢ SERvI CE CovPANY OF NEw HAMPSHI RE

Addi tional Petitioner: New Hanpshire Electric Cooperative

Petition to Anend Franchi se Border in the Town of Lisbon, New
Hanmpshire

Order NLSI Granting Petition

ORDER NO 23.262

July 26, 1999

The Petitioner, Public Service Conpany of New Hanpshire
(PSNH), and the New Hanpshire El ectric Cooperative, (NHEC), filed
a joint petition under NH RSA 374:22 and 374:26 with the New
Hanpshire Public Uilities Comm ssion (Comm ssion) on July 15,
1999, to amend their franchise area border in the Town of Lisbon,
New Hanpshire to accommodate the needs of Profile Broadcasting,
Inc. (Profile).

In 1991, Profile approached PSNH to bring service to
its planned broadcasting tower at the top of a hill in the Town
of Lisbon. At that tinme, PSNH s cl osest distribution point was
nore than one mle fromthe proposed tower |location. |In order to
provi de service, PSNH woul d have needed to place poles and wires
approxi mately 6,900 feet up Gulf Road, a Class V or VI road, then
pl ace distribution equipnment on private property up steep terrain
1,200 feet to the sunmt of Breezy HlIl. PSNH had no obligation
under its tariff to serve the load as the tower’s proposed

| ocation was nore than one mle away from PSNH s near est
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distribution point. The cost to Profile for obtaining service
from PSNH by this route was prohibitive.

Profile needed an access road to the transmtter in any
event. Profile constructed the road, and at the sane tine
erected the poles and wires fromthe transmtter down the access
road 3,500 feet to a point across the PSNH NHEC franchi se border
inside NHEC s service territory. NHEC placed a neter at that
poi nt and has served the |load. This arrangenment was carried out
with PSNH s consent and the know edge of the Comm ssion Staff at
that tinme as indicated by a June 24, 1991 letter attached to the
petition.

Profile desires to sell property on one or both sides
of the access road. |In order to better acconmodate these sal es
of real property, a permanent supplier of distribution service is
desirable. The broadcasting tower is |located on | and owned by
ot her persons, M. and Ms. Stephen Smth of Lisbon. This |and
owner would also like to construct a honme at the top of Breezy
Hll. A permanent supplier of distribution service to this area
woul d be equally desirable for this | and owner’s pl ans.

The NHEC agrees to take over the private |ine and
mai ntain and serve that line. The NHEC has inspected the |ine
and it has been built to specifications acceptable to NHEC and in
accordance with the National Electric Safety Code. PSNH s
distribution lines are not significantly closer than they were in

1991; therefore, PSNH is no better able today to supply this line
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and agrees wth this franchise boundary adjustnent. Consent from
Profile and M. and Ms. Smth have been obtai ned as evi denced by
their letters attached to the petition.

The distribution equi pmrent will be obtained for |ow
cost and in acceptable condition. The prospect of new custoners
connected to the line wll help defray the future cost of
operati on and nmai nt enance.

A map of the proposed franchise border adjustnent is
attached to the petition.

Al t hough PSNH agrees with this proposal as the nost
efficient way of dealing with this particular situation, PSNH is
not in favor of private lines being built for the sol e purpose of
obtai ning service fromanother utility.

Based on these facts, NHEC appears to be the nost
| ogi cal and rational choice to serve the access road to the
summt of the hill and to serve the new | oad al ong that road.

Accordi ngly, the Comm ssion finds that allow ng PSNH
and NHEC to anend their distribution franchise area border in the

Town of Lisbon, New Hanpshire as requested is in the public good.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby
ORDERED NI SI, that the Joint Petition of PSNH and NHEC
to anend their distribution franchise area border in the Town of

Li sbon, New Hanpshire is granted; and it is
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FURTHER ORDERED, that the distribution franchise of
PSNH al ong the access road to the summt of Breezy H |l be
transferred to NHEC, and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all construction and future
reconstruction shall neet the requirenments of the National
El ectrical Safety Code and all other applicable safety standards
in existence at that tine; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the joint petitioners file
revi sed Comm ssion Service Territory Maps for their respective
territory within 60 days fromthe effective date of this order
reflecting the above changes in service area brought about by
this revision in distribution franchi se boundaries and speci fying
thereon that the maps are effective on the date hereof by
authority of the above Conm ssion Order No.; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Petitioner shall cause a copy
of this Order Nisi to be published once in a statew de newspaper
of general circulation or of circulation in those portions of the
state where operations are conducted, such publication to be no
| ater than August 2, 1999 and to be docunented by affidavit
filed with this office on or before August 9, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this

matter before the Comm ssion no |later than August 11, 1999; and
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it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in
respondi ng to such coments or request for hearing shall do so no
| ater than August 23, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order Ni si shall be
effective Septenber 2, 1999, unless the Conmm ssion provides
otherwise in a supplenental order issued prior to the effective
dat e.

By order of the Public Uilities Conm ssion of New

Hanpshire this twenty-sixth day of July, 1999.

Dougl as L. Patch Susan S. Gei ger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Claire D. DG cco
Assi stant Secretary



